
This graduate seminar addresses the crit ical issues involved in the practice of preserving archi-

tectural forms from the past. Concepts such as "Tradition," "Heritage," "Patrimony" and 

"Monument" are examined in the context of debates on memory, the historical imagination, the 

variable meaning of the visible past, imperial and national identit ies. We wil l also consider the 

institutions and professionalization of the practice of preservation. Case studies from  the 

West as well as the non-West range from interventions into urban areas, to abandoned 

settlements, to archeaological sites, to museological and exhibitionary spaces. 

These issues are considered in the  pre-modern and modern periods, as well as in relation to 

the contemporary global tourist indus-

try and i ts impl icat ions for the con-

ceptualization and the commodifica-

tion of  "traditional" environments 

and architectural "masterpieces".
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